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ELIGIBILITY

Applications will be accepted from eligible 501(c)(3) organizations.  To be eligible for support organizations must:

a. Serve children, found or at risk to be found, with developmental disabilities, other than mental illness, resulting in significant impairment of general intellectual functioning or adaptive behavior.  
b. Be a condition manifested before the person reaches age 22.

c. Be a condition that is likely to continue indefinitely.

d. Be a condition that results in substantial functional limitations in three or more of the following areas of major life activity:

· Self-care 

· Understanding and use of language 

· Learning 

· Mobility 

· Self-direction 

· Function and participation in family, school, work, community, and social activities 
· Capacity for independent living 

We seek to provide funds that fall within our mission to support organizations that make a positive impact in the lives of children with developmental disabilities through education, treatment and/or inclusion.  See the website for the definitions of education, treatment, and inclusion.  We will not consider applications requesting funds only for operating expenses.  Any requests for building renovations must directly affect the children served.  Priority will be given to support direct services to children.  Applications will only be accepted from organizations serving children in Cook, DuPage, Will, Lake, Kane or McHenry counties in Illinois.

REVIEW PROCESS
Applicants should send two copies of the Grant Application, along with one copy of each of the following:

· A copy of the federal tax-exempt certificate 501(c)(3)

· A copy of the most recent Form 990 and certified audited statement
· Copies of the agency budget and budget for program for which funding is being requested
· Copies of brochures and other promotional materials

· List of Board of Directors with professional affiliations
No application will be accepted unless each of the questions are answered in full in the order below. Please repeat the questions. Grant Application Narrative should not exceed five pages. Attachments will not be accepted in place of answers to any of the questions.  If it is more than five pages, it will not be accepted.
We must also receive a pdf file of the grant application via e-mail or disc by the due date in addition to paper copies of the grant documents.  The pdf file must only contain the cover letter, cover sheet, five-page narrative, agency finances and program budget forms.
Applications must be received in our offices no later than March 3, 2023 to be considered for a grant.  (Please remember that priority mail is not always reliable.)  Upon passing the first review stage, a site visit will be scheduled.  All final decisions of the Foundation will be made no later than August 2023.  All monies will be awarded in September 2023.

Grants of up to $50,000 will be awarded to each organization selected from those submitting completed applications.

FOUNDATION POLICIES
· The number of grants consecutively awarded to a single agency shall be limited to two, for a two-year period.  If the limitation is reached, the agency must wait one year before submitting a new grant application.

· The number of grants consecutively rejected shall be limited to two, for a two-year period.  If the limitation is reached, the agency must wait one year before submitting a new grant application.

· The Foundation will only consider one-year grants.

· The Foundation will consider only one application from each organization.  

· All monies awarded must be allocated by the agency during the year specified by the Grant Contract.
· Grant monies cannot be spent before the award is given.  In addition, grant monies cannot be used to repay loans or invoices for work already completed or in progress prior to the award.
· The word “children” is defined as persons up to the age of 22 years. 
· The agency must have received its 501(c)(3) at time of application.

All applications and attachments should be returned to:

Cheryle N. Yallen, Executive Director


Special Kids Foundation


2218 N. Monticello


Chicago, IL  60647


Phone: (773) 394-3202     


E-Mail:  info@specialkidsfoundation.org


Grant Application
Coversheet

Legal Name of Organization:


Date established:


Program Title:


Grant Request:  $

Program Budget: $


Program Area (Check One): 
( Enrichment 


( Transition 
       




( Education


( Treatment




( Early Intervention

( Parent Support/Outreach/Respite




( One time need
( On-going program

( New program








    (established since 1/2021)

   


Number of children with a developmental disability directly served by this program:  


If an inclusion program, number of additional children who will benefit from the program:


(Use an unduplicated count for both.)

Address:




 


City, State, Zip Code:


Telephone:
Fax:



Web Site:



Name of Executive Director:






Name/Title of Program Director:






Contact Name/Title for Grant Application:






Telephone:


E-Mail:
Grant Application
narrative
A.  Organization (1 page maximum)

1. Describe your organization’s history, mission, and core programs/activities.
2. Describe your efforts to build your organization’s long-term stability.
3. Does the organization have a written strategic plan?
4. Provide the number of employees at your organization and complete the following demographic information about the agency staff: (provide percentages)

# of Employees:  ________                    Gender:  ___ Male    ____ Female

Years employed at agency:  ____ 0-5 ____ 6-10 ____ more than 10 years

B.  Description of requested program/project
a.
Overview

1. Explain how the clients served meet the definition for developmental disabilities as outlined under “Eligibility”. Each element (a-d) must be briefly addressed in your response.
2. How many years has this program existed?

3. Brief biographies of key program staff.  Do not include resumes.
4. If the program/activity is a collaborative effort between two or more agencies please explain how working together will achieve greater results for all children served by the collaboration.
5. Describe the overall program for which you are requesting support.
b.
Needs Assessment
1. Describe the specific need your program or project will address.  
2. How is inclusion fostered in this program?

3. If applicable to your agency’s grant request, what research or evidence supports the intervention method(s) used with your client population?  If possible, please provide the information (published research, case study, anecdotal) as a pdf file via email.

c. Program Goals (Outcomes)

1. What specific change in the children do you anticipate because of this program?

2. What are the expected measurable short-term outcomes that will result from your program by the end of the grant year?

3. What specific long-term impact will result from your program?

d. Methods (Strategies and Implementation)
1. Describe the specific activities and their frequency.

2. Provide a timeline of key dates you will follow to implement this program.  The timeline must be within the dates of the grant year of October 1, 2023 to September 30, 2024.

e. Program Evaluation  
1. Describe how program activities will be evaluated.  What measurements and metrics will be used to monitor and track program activities?  Provide copies of evaluation tools, if available. 
Grant Application
agency finances 
Complete the following Agency Financial Information. Expenses must only be the operating budget and not include depreciation/amortization. 
Fiscal year ends: ____________________






	REVENUES
	FY21 (Actual)
	FY22 (Actual)
	FY23 (Budget)

	Federal/State Grants
	
	
	

	Federal/State Fee for Service
	
	
	

	Township/Local Government Grants
	
	
	

	Corporate/Foundation Grants
	
	
	

	United Way
	
	
	

	Special Events
	
	
	

	Sale of Goods
	
	
	

	Fee for Service (non-government)
	
	
	

	Individual Donations
	
	
	

	Other (please specify)


	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	


	                                    FY21 Actual                    FY22 Actual

   FY23 Budget


	
	Amount
	Percentage
	Amount
	Percentage
	Amount
	Percentage

	Administration
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Program
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fundraising
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Surplus/Deficit
	
	
	

	Net Assets
	
	
	


The following questions must be answered for grant request to be considered.







1.
If FY23 is not a balanced budget with expenditures equal to income please explain the purpose of the net income or loss for that year.

2.
If there has been a surplus in either or both past two years how was that money used?  If there has been a deficit during this same time period what is the plan to reduce/eliminate that deficit in the FY23 budget? 

3.
Does the agency have a reserve?  (A reserve is defined as funds earmarked for future use.)   How much is the reserve? What percent?  What is the purpose of your reserve?  
4.
Does the agency have a deficit? (A deficit is defined as an excess of expenditure or liabilities over income or assets.) What are your plans to correct this situation?
Grant Application
program budget
Budget must encompass the time period grant monies would be spent, October, 2023 - September, 2024.
Total Project Budget: __________________

Amount Requested: ___________________

	Revenue
	Funds Needed
	Funds Expected/ Committed

	List all sources of revenue you expect to receive funds to meet program or project budget
	Total anticipated from each source
	Funds already committed for the program

	Federal/State Grants
	 
	

	Federal/State Fee for Service
	 
	

	Township/Local Government Grants
	 
	

	Corporate/Foundation Grants
	 
	

	Fee for Service (non-government)
	 
	

	Special Events
	
	

	Sale of Goods
	
	

	Individual Donations
	
	

	Other (please explain)
	
	

	                                                      TOTAL
	
	


Funds needed total must equal total program budget.
	Expenses
	Total

Program/Project Budget
	Specific Request to Special Kids Funds

	Itemize all expenses for program or project budget (please be specific and do not use broad categories such as Student Related Expenses; equipment lists/costs should be attached)
	 
	How funds from Special Kids Foundation will be allocated

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Total
	
	


1. Describe the fee structure, if any, for this program.

2. Is this program a line item in your organization’s budget?  If not please explain.
